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[Hospital Name] Wins 2023 Certified Zero Harm Priority Award(s)

These awards celebrate a hospital’s accomplishments in reducing harm and creating a better state of health on some of our most pressing issues

(City, South Carolina –Month XX, 2023)

[Hospital name] proudly announces that we’ve been awarded the Drive to (name of awards) Priority Awards for 2023. The South Carolina Hospital Association (SCHA) Zero Harm Priority Award series recognizes South Carolina hospitals that have had success on the major issues related to preventing harm more broadly, from eliminating health disparities to ensuring a healthy workforce. 

The Drive to Zero Suicide Award was created to recognize South Carolina hospitals that have become increasingly committed to incorporating suicide prevention and behavioral health into their patient safety and quality efforts.  Given in partnership with the South Carolina Department of Mental Health, this award recognizes facilities that are embracing Zero Harm through the adoption of specific Zero Suicide strategies, including specific training, policy enhancements, safety planning, screening, changes related to electronic medical records (for tracking & reporting suicide), and formal coordination with their local community mental health center. 

The Drive to Zero Workplace Violence Award recognizes that healthcare workers are at increased risk of workplace violence due to a number of factors, including working with challenging patients and handling sensitive drugs and medications, and that addressing this danger is essential to creating a culture of safety and respect in our facilities.  Given in partnership with Antum Risk, the award recognizes facilities that are embracing Zero Harm through the adoption of specific Workplace Violence prevention strategies.

The Drive to Zero Disparities Award is given in partnership with The Alliance for a Healthier SC and recognizes facilities that are working to reduce health disparities and promote health equity for patients through the adoption of specific priorities as outlined by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Equity Reporting Guidelines. These include expanding the collection of data on race, ethnicity, language, disability status, and other factors that can contribute to health disparities as well as assessing causes of these disparities and addressing inequities in policies and operations to close these gaps. 

“SCHA’s Priority Awards are about recognizing all the ways our members are thinking about how to reduce harm and improve the quality of life for their communities,” says Thornton Kirby, President and CEO of SCHA. “By thinking expansively and supporting our healthcare facilities in their high-reliability journeys, we are building a better state of health in South Carolina.”

For more information about all of SCHA’s 2023 Priority Awards, go to zeroharmsc.org/zero-harm-priority-awards.
. 
